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New legislation and an increased need for war-time recruits leaves 

 more & more youth targeted by the milit ary – but YOU can take action!   �

  

 As the unjust “war on terror” rages in the Middle East, claiming well over 
one-thou sand young American lives, the Pentagon has found a new “hot-spot” for the U.S. 
military to occupy – our nation ’s high schoo ls!  From the expansion of the expensive JROTC 
program that brings guns into schools to the widespread use of the Armed Services Vocational 
Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) test, and from the growing presence of recruiters in classrooms and 
school cafeterias to flashy and deceptive “military adventure tours” that market war to elementary 
students, the Pentagon is deeply invested in selling military enlistment to youth in the U.S. And now, 
the federal legislation of the “ No Child Left Behind” Act forces schools across the country to give 
military recruiters special access to students’ personal information in exchange for much needed 
school funding. 
 But students – and their parents and teachers – DO have the power to change this!  
You can protect your right to privacy and challenge the militarization of our schools by taking action 
in your own local community!        Here’s how…  

What do you get from the 
No Child Left Behind Act? 

 

NO Child Left 
Un-Recruited! 
(NCLB, Sec.9528) 

�
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� � Exercise Your Right to Opt-Out of the Recruitment Process 

You have the right to deny recruiters access to your personal 
information – and schools are required by law to make all students and 
parents aware of this option.  Just ask to complete your school’ s “ opt-
out” form or simply submit your request in wr iting to your pr incipal. 
 

� � Educate Others Abou t The Reali ties of Enlisting
����

Organize a campaign to make literature available at your school, 
exposing the myths used by recruiters, the many challenges faced by 
soldiers, and the other options for students seeking money for school or 
job training opportunities.  Work with a supportive teacher or counselor  
or a community peace group to host events about alternatives to the 
mili tary.  Invite speakers from local groups like Veterans for Peace to 
share their experiences with youth in your community. 

����
��

� � Change Your Schoo l’s Policy From “ Opt-Out” to “ Opt-In”
��

Several communities have been successful in gett ing local leaders to 
change school policy so that you have to specifically “ opt-in” to shar ing 
your information with recruiters, which significantly reduces the 
mili tary’s access to student information.  You can also pressure school 
off icials to cut JROTC programs &  other school spending on recruiting.   
 

� � Say NO! to Taking the ASVAB Standardized Test 
 I t’ s just one more tool for recruiting in schools – but you don’ t have to 
take it!  Request another assessment test from your guidance counselor . 
 

� � Get Involved With A Group Doing Counter-Recruitment Work! �

��
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Cost of Iraq War to U.S. 
tax-payers, based on 
latest budget requests2 
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Amount by which the 
educational programs of 
the NCLB Act are 
under-funded in the 
budget proposal for ‘063 
 
������  
The number of federal 
programs serving youth 
& communities that will 
be cut by Bush’s 2006 
budget proposal4 
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The average cost local 
schools pay annually to 
continue hosting 
JROTC programs on 
their campuses, even 
though it teaches gun 
violence & provides no 
clear advantage for 
getting college benefits5 
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of all of recruits never 
receive any of the 
promised money for 
college; only 15% earn 
a four-year degree6 ��

������ ��
of U.S. students receive 
financial aid without 
joining the military7����

���� ��  
of the seniors at 
Montclair H.S. (NJ) 
successfully exercised 
their right to “opt-out” of 
military recruiting!8 
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Peace & Justice Groups Organizing Counter-Recruitment Campaigns 
 

American Fr iends Service Committee www.afsc.org/youthmil   
Central Committee for Conscientious Objection  www.ccco.org 
Committee Opposed to M ili tar ism & the Draft www.comdsd.org 
Project on Youth & Non-Mili tary Opportunities www.projectyano.org 
United for Peace & Justice Coalition www.unitedforpeace.org  
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Soldiers aged 25 and u nder make 
up 60% of all U.S. military casualties 
in Iraq since March 2003. 

 Nearly 80% of combat 
deaths in Iraq have been 

suffered by soldiers und er age 30.1 
Brough t to you by the 

Peace Action Youth Caucus & the 

Student Peace Action Network 

www.studentpeaceaction.org 
1100 Wayne Ave. Suite 1020 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 

Local Contact Information: 
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